




All rights reserved. No part of this publication may 
be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system or 
transmitted in any form or in any means either by 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise without prior written permission of the 
publisher except for criticism, research purpose or 
private study.

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY:
DIOCESE OF EVO PRINTING PRESS
A SUBSIDIARY OF DIOCESE OF EVO 
INVESTMENT LTD 
ACMGS, ELELENWO, PORT HARCOURT.
© JANUARY 2019

i 



We thank God who has made it possible for us to publish yet another 
edition of the Adult Sunday school Manual. 

You will recall that the theme of this edition is the same as that of the 
Discipleship Conference for 2018 – I will Build My Church 
(Matt.16:13-19). While it is true that we do all we can to deal 
exhaustively with every Diocesan Discipleship Conference theme, 
yet it may never be enough to do so in a few days of 'Expositions' and 
'Talks' as we do in these Conferences. Thus, while not 
discountenancing what we do in the Conference yearly, it has been 
¹our considered view that a more careful, thorough, systematic, and 
participatory study as we do during the Sunday school is necessary to 
more effectively deal with the chosen theme of the Diocesan 
Conference to help our collective and wholesome growth. Moreover, 
we believe that through the Adult Sunday school, lessons from the 
theme is spread and circulated more widely.

In this edition, our theme of writers and editors are at their best with a total 
of forty-six studies classified into seven sub-themes. We have no doubt in 
our minds that carefully followed, and meticulously used, the Church of 
God in the Diocese of Evo will grow more holistically than ever before.

Meanwhile, we use this medium to plead with those with a penchant for 
disobeying Diocesan directives on the compulsory use of this Manual 
for our Sunday school to please desist from such habit that is against the 
collective purpose of the Church. We similarly appeal to all who have 
gotten used to the habit of flouting the directive of synod to dedicate one 
hour to Sunday school weekly to stop forthwith. Apart from the fact that 
this constitutes a breach of synod outcome, it is a serious disservice to 
our brothers and sisters who labour strenuously to ensure that these 
Manuals come out every year. May a word be sufficient for the wise.

On a final note, we commend the effort of our team of writers and 
editors for a job well done; and do hereby commend this edition of our 
Manual for use in all our Churches.

Every blessing!
+Innocent,
Evo.

FOREWORD
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EDITORIAL

With a deep sense of humility, and to the glory of the Most High 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are happy to say that 
it is purely by His grace that we here have yet another quality Bible 
study manual coming from the stables of our Great Diocese. We 
are not ashamed to admit that in the face of some seemingly 
intractable challenges which intermittently reared their ugly 
heads, we were sometimes tempted to yield to some alien voices 
that kept saying it was impossible to beat the deadline.

Like those of the previous years, we are fully convinced that the 
2019 Diocesan Sunday School theme, “I Will Build My Church” 
is very apt. We dare to boldly declare this being fully aware of 
the pervading mess which seems to have become the lot of the 
Church in our time. We are obviously at the point where one 
may not be wrong to stress that the Church, as it is currently 
projected to the world, is undoubtedly at a crossroads, having a 
significant part of her population groping about in abject 
ignorance and pettiness.
A cursory look at this theme would leave no genuine observer in 
doubt that it was borne out of a heart that is yearning for a 
speedy return to the original course of that Church that was 
conscientiously conceived and established by Jesus Christ. In 
very simple language, the Church is the body of Christ. But for 
the purpose of our studies on this theme, we should define the 
Church as the called-out assembly of people who have been 
redeemed by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross, who 
believe and confess from the heart that Jesus is “the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God,” as declared by Peter in Matt. 16: 16. 
Contrary to some pervasive erroneous allusion to the church as a 
physical structure, She is rather a spiritual house built on the 
foundation of the prophets and apostles, with Jesus Christ as her  
Chief Cornerstone.

Equally imperative for this study guide is the fact that Jesus did 
not mince words in stating that He is the One that builds His 
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Church. He never relinquished this responsibility to anyone, 
not even to His immediate constituency, the twelve ,apostles. 
This is important because any attempt to hijack this role would 
easily culminate in a stark negation of His very purpose for her 
existence and daily operations.

Across the pages of scriptures are strands of pictorial 
representations of the Church as the body of Christ, the Bride of 
Christ, the Temple of God, the flock of God, the Vine and 
branches, etc, each conveying some specific truths about what the 
Master actually had in mind in bringing her forth. Christ's original 
concept of the New Testament Church is almost perfectly 
modelled in the first few chapters of the book of Acts. Here we 
find a clear portrait of a Church that had her entire focus 
passionately tailored on Jesus Christ as her undisputed Head.

We felt that for more fruitful exposition, appreciation and 
engagement in relating with this all important theme, it has to 
be stratified into various sub themes, viz; 
I. Introductory Studies, ii.The Foundation of His Church, iii. 
Christ's Purpose for His Church, iv. Christ's Pattern for His 
Church, v. Character of Christ's Church, vi. The Gates of Hell - 
Challenges, and vii. Christ's Equippining for His Church.
Introductory Studies deals with skeletal exposition on the main 
text, definition of the basic terms, an evaluation of the state of 
the Church at inception and now, and points at whose duty it is 
to build the Church.
The Foundation of His Church calls attention to those epochal 
experiences which point to Jesus Christ as the indisputable 
Author and Sustainer of the Church - His incarnation, suffering 
& death, resurrection, ascension, and the release of His Spirit 
upon His Church at Pentecost. 
The portion on Christ's Purpose for His Church examines what 
He originally intended for His Church, bringing to the front 
burner such essential issues as salvation, Witnessing, 
Discipleship, Worship, Fellowship, and Service.
Christ's Pattern for His Church highlights the principles He set 
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in motion for His Church to regulate relationships, leadership, 
membership, discipline, marriage, funding of the church, and 
conflicts resolution.
The sub theme on Character of Christ's Church points us to the 
nature and quality of life He bequeted to and equally demands 
from His Church - as the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world, distinguished by her holiness, humility, prayer life, care 
for the needy, and quest for knowledge, as an indefatigable 
spiritual house, cloaked in glory, and thus stands out as God's 
dwelling place in the world.
The portion on The Gates of Hell examines the numerous 
challenges and threats to her very existence or which could 
keep her from fulfilling her purpose as the light of God in the 
world
In Christ's Equipping for His Church, attention is drawn to the 
fact that in the face of the multifarious challenges and threats 
she is daily exposed to, it is the  Lord Himself who equips His 
Church for fruitfulness and victory. 
We consider it expedient to remind our beloved brethren that this 
manual is a culmination of many sacrificial investments at personal 
and corporate levels and should therefore not be treated with abject 
levity as some are wont to do. We are sincerely convinced that 
conscientious use of the study outlines in this manual in our regular 
one hour Sunday school classes will help our churches breathe 
some fresh air and experience a new lease of life. 
We heartily appreciate our lord Bishop, Rt. Rev. Innocent 
Uchechukwu Ordu, JP, for graciously assigning this task to us 
and supporting us all the way and pray that the good Lord 
continue to strengthen, shield, prosper, uphold him 
continually and keep him from falling. Amen.
Shalom!

Rev Canon Samson Okechukwu Abada
Chaplain 1
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INTRODUCTORY 

STUDIES

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



INTRODUCTION: 
he text before us is one 
in which Christ was Tconcerned about an 

important matter: His identity. 
How this relates to the building 
of His Church and shapes 
proper understanding of the 
same will engage our attention 
in this study.

STUDY GUIDE
1. W h a t  w a s  t h e  m a i n  

concern of Christ (or key 
issue) in the questions he 
posed in verses 13 and 15?

2. What challenge do the 
answers in verse 14 and 16-17 
pose to us in the task of 
partnering with Him to build 
His Church? Cf. Matt. 22:29: 
Lk.24:30-31, 45; 2 Cor.4:4

3. Matt.16:18b appears to be a 
glimpse offered by Christ 

SUB THEME 1:

INTRODUCTORY 

SERIES

TOPIC:                 

into the future battle of the 
Church.  In the light of this 
(and the truth in v16-17), 
how may the Church 
emerge victorious over the 
forces that war against her?

4. D e r i v i n g  f r o m  t h e  
principle above, how are 
we as individual members 
of  the Church to be 
victorious over evil? See 
also Rom.8:1; Eph.1:7; 
Col.1:12-14; 1 John 5:4-5

CONCLUSION: The issue of 
the identity of Christ and the 
revelation of the same in us 
who believe in Him are central 
to our victory as the Church of 
Christ. Should our hearts be 
blinded, our understanding 
defective, and Christ the 
builder and head of His Church 
have no prime place in our lives 
we will have serious challenge 
confronting and overcoming 
the 'gates of hell' (forces of evil). 
This is the truth! 

MEMORY VERSE:  Matt.16:18

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Who 
is Christ to you?

AIMS: 
I. To help us examine the key issue of 

the identity of Christ as foundational 
basis of the 'Church';

ii. To explain the statement of Christ in 
the text with a view to helping us 
understand better an important key to 
the Church's victory over the forces 
that war against her.
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T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

STUDY 1
TOPIC: 

TEXT: MATT.16:13-19

EXPOSITORY 
STUDY ON 
THE TEXT



INTRODUCTION: 
uite often, the Church is 
m i s t a k e n  f o r  t h e  Qphysical building or the 

adopted human structure for 
convenience usually known as 
denomination. This study is 
hopefully to clarify issues 
about the Church and gain 
h e a v e n - w o r t h y  
understanding. 

STUDY GUIDE

1. Explain the meaning of the 
word 'Church' from our 
cited texts (and you may 
wish to also consult a 
standard Dictionary).

2. Enumerate some of the 
Characterist ics of  the 
'Church' (both positive and 
n e g a t i v e ) f r o m  t h e s e  
scriptures: Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-
1 1 ;  6 : 1 ;  1 5 : 3 6 - 4 1 ;  1  
Cor.12:14-18

SUB THEME 1:

INTRODUCTORY 

SERIES

AIMS: 
I. To help us know and be able to explain the 

meaning and purpose of the 'Church'

ii. To identify and discuss some of the key 
attributes of the Church as it develops to 
maturity; and the implication these holds for 
us as people of God (the Church)

iii. to help us understand and aspire to become the 
Church of His vision
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STUDY 2
TOPIC: UNDERSTANDING 

THE CHURCH
TEXT:   EPH.1:22-23; 5:30

3. Explain the purpose of the 
Church from these texts: 
Matt.28:19-20; Lk.1:74-75; 
John 4:21-24; Acts 1:8

4. Identify the Church of 
C h r i s t ' s  v i s i o n  f r o m  
Eph.4:13-16; 5:27

5. How may we become 'the 
Church of His vision' as 
discussed in question 3 
a b o v e ?  R o m . 1 3 : 1 0 ;  1  
Cor.12:23-27; Eph.4:11-12.

CONCLUSION: 
The Church is the body of 
Christ; it is those who have by 
choice come out of the world 
system to be committed to 
Christ for life. While in this 
world, the Church is not 
mature, but as she develops it 
will one day become mature 
and glorious. However, this 
can only be achieved if all the 
ministry gifts are allowed to 
function, and the love of Christ 
in our hearts, (that is, if at all we 
have it) is allowed to flourish.

MEMORY VERSE: Eph.5:27

EXAMINE YOURSELF: 
Are you a true member of the 
Church?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



INTRODUCTION: 
o far in this study series, 
we have taken a broad 
look at the Church, as S

well as try to understand it. In 
this study however, the focus 
will be the 'Early Church' 
characteristics and lessons for 
today's Church.

STUDY GUIDE
1. How do you personally 

understand the 'Early 
Church', how was it started, 
and how is it different from 
today's Church?

2. Identify some of the 
attributes of the 'Early 
Church', and compare with 
present day Church from 
Acts 2:42-47; 5:1-11; 6:1; 
15:36-41 (cf. 2 Tim.4:11); 
Gal. 2:11-14 (cf. 2 Pe.3:15-16)

3. How did the early Church 
overcome their challenges 
at the time (which were 

SUB THEME 1:

INTRODUCTORY 

SERIES

TOPIC:                 

AIMS: 
i. To help us identify the “early Church”

ii. To examine some of the characteristics of 
the early Church and compare same with 
the Church of today

iii. To help us apply some of the key lessons 
from the “early Church” to present day 
Church.
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STUDY 3
TOPIC: 

TEXT:   ACTS 2:1-4; 14, 36-47

THE EARLY 
CHURCH

also common like today's 
own)? Acts 6:1-7; 1 Cor.5:1-
5; Gal.6:1-2; Col.3:13

4. From the above, the 'Early 
Church' seems to be much 
the same as ours today in 
that it was not also perfect. 
Discuss what we can learn 
from them that we are 
probably not getting right 
today? 

CONCLUSION: 
The 'Early Church', even 
though founded on the power 
of the Holy Spirit, just like we 
have today, was not perfect. 
However, they were united, 
and once there was any issue 
that portended danger, they 
wasted no time in fixing it; and 
the leadership was very 
mindful of the purpose of the 
Church, and hence focused 
and did not allow distractions, 
among other useful lessons. 

MEMORY VERSE: Acts 2:44

EXAMINE YOURSELF: 
How do you rate yourself in 
the light of the faith of the 
Early Church's devotion and 
commitment to God?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



INTRODUCTION: 
he earliest generation of 
C h r i s t i a n s  w a s  Tc o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e i r  

unique calling, and hence 
separated themselves from the 
world. They also comported 
themselves in ways and 
manners consonant with their 
unique identity. Today's 
Church,  however,  is  in 
identity crisis most likely 
because she has lost sight of 
the fact of this separation. 
Getting back on track most 
certainly should begin from a 
realization of this truth. 

STUDY GUIDE
1. What can we say is God's 

purpose for the Church 
f r o m  M a t t . 2 8 : 1 9 - 2 0 ;  
Lk.1:74-75; John 4:21-24; 
Acts 1:8; Eph.3:10; 

2. How did the early Church 
epitomize the above in 
Acts 2:41-47; 6:4; 8:4; 19:20?

SUB THEME 1:

INTRODUCTORY 

SERIES

TOPIC:                 

AIMS: 
To reflect on the difference 
between the early Church and 
today's Church, and how to 
make necessary adjustments.

STUDY 4
TOPIC: 

TEXT:   1 PETER 2:9; EPH. 3:10

THE CHURCH
TODAY
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3. The Church today seem to 
b e  s o  d i s t r a c t e d  b y  
Worldliness, Unbelief, 
Syncret ism,  Idolatry ,  
M a t e r i a l i s m ,  
Denominational rivalries, 
tribalism and charismatic 
plagiarism in fulfillment of 
prophetic predictions (see 
Matt 24:24; 2 Tim. 3:1-6.). 
Discuss how we can 
overcome, remain usable, 
h e a v e n - w o r t h y  a n d  
raptuarable in spite of 
these. Matt.16:13-19; 2 Tim. 
2:20-22; Matt.24:42-44

CONCLUSION: 
We must not undermine the 
fact that part of what is 
happening to the Church of 
today is a fulfillment of 
scriptural prediction of the 
end time  This calls for 
readiness on the side of 
believers. Any moment from 
now, the Lord Jesus will 
gather His people home from 
this corrupt world. Let us all 
be watchful and prepared.

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 2:9

E X A M I N E  Y O U R S E L F :  
Are you a living a separated life?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME 1:

INTRODUCTORY 

SERIES

TOPIC:                 

AIMS: 
To reveal the Lord's purpose 
and intention for the Church, 
and teach us that we cannot be 
building the Church of God 
without the true owner.
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STUDY 5
TOPIC: 

TEXT:  MATT. 16:18; ACTS 20:28

INTRODUCTION: 
he Church, first of all, is 
“the Church of God” T(Acts 20:28). He is her 

Originator, Designer and 
Builder. When Jesus said, “I will 
build my Church,” (Matt.16:18) 
He indicated in very clear terms 
that He was not contemplating 
ever  re l inquishing  th is  
responsibility to anybody. 
Knowing this should be a check 
on us in swallowing some of 
today's secular marketing 
strategies that tend to exclude 
even the Builder Himself from 
His Church. 

STUDY GUIDE
1. E x p l a i n  w h a t  y o u  

understand by the statement 
that Jesus is “the Owner and 
Builder of His Church”. 
Matt. 16: 18, Acts 20:28

2. Identify some important 
truths these passages reveal 
about the Church, if Christ is 
rightly and truly allowed to 
be the owner? Matt. 16:18; 

CHRIST, THE OWNER 
AND BUILDER OF 
HIS CHURCH

Acts 20:18; Eph. 2:20-22; Col 
1:18; 1Tim. 3:15.

3. Since Jesus is the owner and 
builder of His Church, what is 
our place irrespective of the 
tasks committed to our charge? 
2 Cor.6:1; Eph.2:10; 1 Pe.2:4-5

4. In the light of 3 above, assess 
the leadership of some local 
Church congregations 
today, and how what is 
wrong can be corrected.  

CONCLUSION: 
Jesus Christ is the Chief 
Proprietor and Executive 
Head of the Church and so, no 
significant progress can be 
made without Him. We must 
learn to acknowledge, trust in 
and depend solely on Him as 
w e  o f f e r  o u r s e l v e s  a s  
dependable co-workers and 
'lively stones' in whatever 
tasks we are privileged to be 
assigned and He will cause 
His mission to prosper.

MEMORY VERSE: Matt. 16:18

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Are 
you purposefully yielding 
yourself  wholly to  His  
leadership as you go about 
fulfi l l ing your assigned 
responsibilities in the church?
                                                       

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME 2:

THE FOUNDATION OF

HIS CHURCH

TOPIC:                 

AIMS: 
To  s h o w  t h a t  C h r i s t ' s  
incarnation is a key foundation 
of the Church.
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STUDY 6
TOPIC: 

TEXT:  JOHN 1:1-5, 14

HIS 

INCARNATION

INTRODUCTION:
ncarnation is one of the 
cardinal doctrines in the IChristian theology and 

therefore one of the veritable 
foundations of the New 
Testament Church. The word 
incarnation means the act of 
being made flesh, and it is a 
doctrine which holds that God 
the Son, in His infinite wisdom 
came down to the earth in 
human form to become the 
Saviour of the world. While 
here on earth, He (Jesus) was 
fully God and fully man. It 
was during His life and 
ministry on earth that He 
literally set in motion the 
foundation and course of the 
Church. This then is the focus 
of this study.

STUDY GUIDE
1. E x p l a i n  w h a t  y o u  

u n d e r s t a n d  b y  t h e  
Christian doctrine of the 
Incarnation. John 1:1-4, 14; 
1 John 4:1-3

2. Discuss the purpose of the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ 
in the light of the following 
scriptures: John 1:14-17; 
3:16, Heb. 2:14-18; 10:4-10; 

3. Do you think that the 
incarnation qualifies to be 
c i t e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
foundations of the Church? 
See Heb. 2:14-18; 1 John 4:1-3

4. Discuss the benefit of the 
incarnation to the Church 
today. Phil. 2:5-11; Heb. 
2:14-18; 12:1-3; 1 Pe.2:21-24

CONCLUSION: 
Since God is Spirit, it would have 
been virtually impossible for 
Him to accomplish His 
redemptive purpose for man in 
that nature; thus, He came in the 
flesh bringing salvation to 
mankind. This set the stage for 
the birthing of the New 
Testament Church as we have it 
today. Indeed, to deny the 
incarnation is one of the most 
violent heresies there can ever be!

MEMORY VERSE: John 1:14  

EXAMINE YOURSELF: 
What does the incarnation of 
Christ mean to you?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME 2:

THE FOUNDATION OF

HIS CHURCH

TOPIC:                 
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STUDY 7
TOPIC: 

TEXT:   1 PETER 3:18

HIS SUFFERING 
AND DEATH

INTRODUCTION: 
as it really necessary 
for Jesus to suffer and Wdie for the salvation 

of the world? This is one 
question that has echoed and 
re-echoed in the hearts of many 
people, Christians and non 
Christians alike, across the 
ages, and only a minute 
number seem to ever find the 
answer that is soothing to the 
soul. Of what significance is it 
to the Church that Jesus 
suffered and died? Was there 
any good in all of His passion 
experiences? We seek answers 
to these questions in this study.

STUDY GUIDE
1. How do you understand 

the phrase “His suffering 
and death”?

2. A n a l y z e  f r o m  t h e  
following scriptures the 
experiences of Jesus Christ 

AIMS: 
i. To help refresh our memory of Jesus' 

Passion.

ii. To establish the purpose and eternal 
significance of His suffering and 
death for humankind.

iii. To relate these to the life and ministry 
of the Church

in His suffering and death. Isa. 
53:3-10, Mark 14:43-46, 50, 
65; John 18:15-18, 25-27; 
19:1-3, 17, 30

3. Was it really necessary for 
Jesus to pass through all 
t h o s e  h a r r o w i n g  
e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  
culminated in His death 
before redemption could 
be accomplished? 2 Cor. 
5:21, Gal. 3:13, Phil.2:5-11; 
Heb. 2:14-18; 5:8-9; 9:22-28; 
1 Peter 3:18-4:1  

4. Discuss the purpose Jesus' 
passion and death served in 
giving birth to the Church. 
Acts 20:28; Col.1:12-14

C O N C L U S I O N :  J e s u s  
suffered so that those who 
believe on him can one day 
have peace and joy forever, and 
a taste of it even in this life. In 
Jesus, we see the epitome of the 
redemptive value of suffering?

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 3:18

EXAMINE YOURSELF: What 
d i f f e r e n c e  d o e s  y o u r  
knowledge of the suffering 
and death of Jesus Christ make 
in your life? 

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME 2:

THE FOUNDATION OF

HIS CHURCH

TOPIC:                 

AIMS: 
i. To establish the fact of 

Jesus' Resurrection.
ii. To relate the Resurrection 

of Jesus to the life of the 
church

09

STUDY 8
TOPIC: 

TEXT:   1 COR. 15:12-20

HIS
RESURRECTION

INTRODUCTION: 
he resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is the supreme Tvalidation of His deity 

and, therefore, a central theme 
in the doctrines of the Church. 
Responding to certain skeptics 
among the Corinthian brethren 
who spurned the whole idea of 
bodily resurrection, Apostle 
Paul asserted that doing so was 
tantamount to denying the 
resurrection of Jesus and 
consequently, invalidating the 
core essence of the gospel. In 
other words, if Jesus did not 
actually rise again from the 
dead the Church have no 
reason to exist!

STUDY GUIDE: 
1. What is resurrection, and 

how is it different from 
coming back to life as was 
the case of Lazarus? Cf. 
John 20:1-2,19-20 (John 
11:43-44; 12:1-2)

2. In the light of the following 
scriptures,  ci te  some 
irrefutable proofs of the 
fact of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Lk. 24: 1 -3,12 , 
Jn. 20:3-8; 19 – 20, 26; 1 Cor. 
15:4-8; Acts 1:9

3. Explore the significance of 
H i s  r e s u r r e c t i o n  a s  
highlighted in these Bible 
passages. Acts 2:36; Rom. 1:4; 
1 Cor. 15:12-23; Phil.2:5-11

4. “Jesus' resurrection is the 
core foundation of the 
church”. Discuss - see1 
Cor. 15:12-19 

CONCLUSION: That the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead is the foundation 
of the Christianity is a fact that 
is incontrovertible. Tagged as 
the best attested fact in human 
history, this epoch experience 
is one undeniable truth - that 
the Church of God is the only 
religious body in all the world 
that is standing on the 
foundation of Life. 

MEMORY VERSE: I Cor. 15:20 

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Are 
you spiritually alive as Christ 
is alive?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME 2:

THE FOUNDATION OF

HIS CHURCH

TOPIC:                 

AIMS: 
i. To help us understand the 

nature of his ascension.
ii. Enlighten participants on 

the significance of his 
ascension to the Church and 
all believers.

10

STUDY 9
TOPIC: 

TEXT:   ACTS 1:9-12

HIS 
ASCENSION

INTRODUCTION: 
he Ascension of Jesus 
Chr is t  marked the  Tformal  end of  His  

earthly ministry and the 
beginning of a new level of 
relationship with the Church. 
A firm grasp of this reality, 
coupled with the fact that 
saints are seated with the 
ascended Christ  in  the 
heavenly places far above all 
powers and authorities is one 
powerful pillar which clearly 
distinguishes Christianity 
from the myriads of the 
world's quasi religions. 

STUDY GUIDE
1. What do you understand 

from the story of Jesus' 
ascension in Acts 1:9-11?

2. Discuss the spiritual  
benefits and implications 
of the bodily ascension of 
Jesus Christ to the Church? 
Eph. 4:8-10; Heb. 7:24-25

3. Distinguish the ascension 
of Jesus from His second 
coming? Acts 1:9-11, 1 
Thess. 4:16,17

4. Do you think that the Lord's 
Ascension deserves a place 
a s  o n e  o f  t h e  c o r e  
foundations of the New 
Testament Church? Explain.

CONCLUSION: The bodily 
ascension of Christ is the final 
e a r t h l y  p r o o f  o f  H i s  
resurrection; and the portrait 
of Jesus Christ who is seated at 
the r ight  hand of  God 
interceding for the saints 
gladdens the heart beyond 
measure. It is even much more 
reassuring knowing that He 
watches over His Church and 
would give no room for Satan 
and his hosts of wickedness to 
u n d e r m i n e  H i s  e t e r n a l  
purpose for His Church. 
Christ lives! Hallelujah!

MEMORY VERSE: Acts 1:9

E X A M I N E  Y O U R S E L F :  
Reflect on the ascension this 
moment. Will you be counted 
worthy when the saints are 
raptured at the sound of the 
trumpet?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME 2:

THE FOUNDATION OF

HIS CHURCH

TOPIC:                 

AIMS: 
To help participants:

I. Understand the essence of the 
Jewish feast of Pentecost.

ii. Explain the incidence of the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
on that epoch Pentecost

iii. Appreciate the indispensable 
role of the Holy Spirit in the life 
of the Church

11

STUDY 10
TOPIC: 

TEXT:   ACTS 2:1-13

THE
PENTECOST

INTRODUCTION: 
entecost is a Jewish 
festival during which 
they  commemorate  P

Israel's deliverance out of their 
ancient Egyptian bondage. It 
was usually celebrated fifty 
days after the feast of Passover 
(Lev.23:15-16; Deut.16:9-10, 
16). It was at the heat of this 
celebration that God decided to 
make good His promise 
through the Prophet Joel (Joel 
2:28). It marked the formal birth 
of the Church, transforming the 
erstwhile weak and cowardly 
disciples into red hot vessels in 
Kingdom advancement .  
Pentecost! It's our focus in this 
study.

STUDY GUIDE
1. What is Pentecost, and 

what relationship does the 

C h u r c h  h a v e  w i t h  i t ?  
Lev.23:15-16; Deut.16:9-10, 
16; 2:1-4 

2. I d e n t i f y  f r o m  t h e  
following scriptures the 
purpose of Pentecost: Luke 
24:49; Acts 1:8; 15:8-9

3. How would you analyze the 
impact of Pentecost on the 
early Church (Acts 2:37-41, 
46-47;4:33;5:14-16; 19:20); 

4. From the above, what 
necessary steps can the 
present day Church take to 
equally tap into this “River 
of Living Waters” that 
never runs dry? 

CONCLUSION: Pentecost is 
indispensable.  Apart from 
marking the decent of the Holy 
Spirit for the inauguration of 
the Church, it also ensures the 
sustenance of its life. The 
Church is kept aglow and holy 
only by the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. Every Christian 
should be filled with the 
blessed Spirit – always! 

MEMORY VERSE: Acts 2:4.

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Have 
you received the Holy Spirit 
since you believed?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)





SUB THEME THREE – 

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

CHRIST'S PURPOSE FOR 

HIS CHURCH

12



SUB THEME 3: TOPIC:                 

AIMS: 
I. To discover the true meaning 

of salvation 
ii. To ascertain how salvation 

can be experienced
iii. To identify the evidences of 

salvation 

13

STUDY 11
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:   ACTS 4:12; ACTS 16:30-32

SALVATION

INTRODUCTION: 

h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  
meaning of Salvation is Tto be saved by God from 

sin and its consequences. The 
word also carries the idea of 
preservation, safety, health 
and deliverance (from some 
sort of life-threatening or 
deadly condition which may 
be physical or spiritual). We 
are saved, redeemed or 
d e l i v e r e d  f r o m  t h e  
enslavement of sin and its 
consequences and from the 
clutches of Satan and death. 

STUDY GUIDE
1. Explain in your own words 

what you understand by 
salvation? 

2. What are we saved from; 
what are we saved for; who 
does the saving and why?  
Rom. 5:9; 6:23; Col. 1:13; 1 
Thess. 5:9.  

3. How does one get saved? 
John 3:16, 17; Acts 3:19; 4:12; 
16:30-32; Rom. 1:16; 10:9,10; 
Eph. 1:13, 2:5, 8; Tit. 3:5

4. What evidences prove 
beyond doubt that one is 
saved? Rom.5:1; 8:16; 1 
John 3:8-10; 20-21; 5:10-12

5. “One of the most miserable 
things to happen to anyone 
is to be in the Church for so 
long; yet end up unsaved 
and in hell”. Discuss. 

CONCLUSION: 
Salvation is not earned; it is 
purely by grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ upon whom 
any hope of salvation rests. 
Life outside of Christ is too 
terrible, and eternity is too 
long for anyone to make a 
mistake. What we are saved 
from, saved for, and by whom 
we are saved must always be 
before us so that we don't trifle 
with sin or any ungodliness. 
Salvation is free but costly!

MEMORY VERSE: Acts 16:31
E X A M I N E  Y O U R S E L F :  
Eternity is too long for anyone to 
make a mistake. Are you saved?

CHRIST'S PURPOSE 
FOR HIS CHURCH

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME 3: TOPIC:                 

AIMS: 
i. To ascertain meaning of the great 

commission

ii. To identify the purpose of the 
great commission 

iii.To understand and run with the 
exceeding urgency of the great 
commission 

14

STUDY 12
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:   MATT. 28:18-20; ACTS 1:8

THE GREAT
COMMISSION

INTRODUCTION: 
i t h o u t  d o u b t ,  
pr oc l a i mi n g  t h e  Wgospel is the core 

reason for the Church's existence. 
From the very onset in His 
incarnation, Jesus appointed the 
disciples “that they might be with 
Him and that He might send 
them out to preach….” (Mark 
3:14, 15). Shortly before He 
ascended back to heaven, He 
empowered and commissioned 
them formally for this supreme 
task; and, until He returns, the 
salvation of souls will remain His 
core purpose.

STUDY QUESTIONS
1. Explain the “The great 

Commission” in your own 
words,  and state  i ts  
purpose. Matt. 28:19-20; 
Mark 16:16; Luke 24:45-47; 
John 3:16b; Acts 1:8b.

2. W h y  i s  t h e  g r e a t  
commission an urgent 

CHRIST'S PURPOSE 
FOR HIS CHURCH

task? 2 Corinth 5:11; Heb.9:27; 
Mark 9:44-48; Rev. 21:8

3. What's the scope of the great 
commission? Matt. 28:19-20; 
Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8

4. How would you assess 
y o u r  l o c a l  c h u r c h ' s  
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h i s  
supreme task committed 
the Church?

C O N C L U S I O N :  T h e  
evangelization of the entire 
world is the primary mission of 
the Church. The gospel must be 
preached to all the world before 
Christ returns to the earth. “The 
world will never be totally 
Christianized, since all will not 
believe. But it must be 
evangelized – all must hear the 
good news” (Harold Linesell, 
1986). That is one of the core 
purposes of the Church's 
existence - soul winning.

M E M O R Y  V E R S E :  
Matt.28:19-20 

EXAMINE YOURSELF: To 
w h a t  e x t e n t  a r e  y o u  
committed to the Great 
Commission?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME 3: TOPIC:                 

AIMS: 
For participants to be able to:
i. u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  

Discipleship is all about
ii. see the urgency of heeding 

this divine mandate 
iii. come to terms with the 

consequences of failing to 
respond appropriately

15

STUDY 13
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:   MATT. 28:18-20

DISCIPLESHIP 
(BUILDING GOD'S 
PEOPLE)CHRIST'S PURPOSE 

FOR HIS CHURCH

I N T R O D U C T I O N :  T h e  
command in the above text is 
to  disciple  a l l  nat ions.  
Unfortunately, it is this very 
task the Church in our time 
has literally consigned to the 
very bottom of her scale of 
priorities. Consequently, the 
so called Church growth is at 
b e s t  n u m e r i c a l  a n d  a t  
arithmetical rate; while evil is 
on the increase at a geometric 
rate. This is the bane of 
Christianity today. Reversing 
this ugly trend is of serious 
concern in this study. 

STUDY GUIDE
1. What is discipleship? 
2. What are some of the key 

ingredients of effective 
d i s c i p l e s h i p ?  M a t t .  
28:19,20, Mark 16:20a; 
Luke 24:49; Acts 15:36; 
18:24-26; Gal.4:19

3. Using your local 

congregation as an example, 
how would you rate the 
discipleship efforts of the 
Church today?

4. Discuss the immediate and 
remote consequences for the 
Church if she continues to 
m a k e  l i g h t  o f  h e r  
discipleship responsibilities. 
Judges 2:10; 17:6

CONCLUSION: The early 
Christians were reputed for 
discipleship, which, together 
with servant leadership are 
mutually interdependent, like 
a cycle. The more we engage in 
it, the more servant leaders we 
would get in the Church and 
vice versa.  By implication, if 
there is scarcity of servant 
leaders in the Church today, it 
is because we have failed in 
discipleship. To make any 
m e a n i n g f u l  i m p a c t  i n  
discipleship today, the Church 
must do whatever is possible to 
restore the teaching ministry.

MEMORY VERSE: Matt. 
28:19-20

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Have 
you gone  through any  
discipleship training before? 
We all need it!                                                 

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME: TOPIC:                 

16

STUDY 14
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  JOHN 4:21 - 24

WORSHIP (LIVING 
FOR GOD'S PLEASURE)

I N T R O D U C T I O N :  I n  
Christian faith, to worship is to 
honour, to reverence and to 
pay homage to the only true 
and living God through Jesus 
Christ. Indeed, the sum total of 
what we do on a typical 
Sunday service, including the 
procession, the prayers, 
praises ,  Hymn singing,  
offerings, thanksgiving, etc, is 
worship; and it may be in 
public or private places. 

STUDY GUIDE:
1. What is worship, and what 

is the place of worship in 
the Church?

2. Worship is not limited to 
only times of “praise 
worship”. Discuss. Cf. 2 
Sam.12:19-20; Ne.8:5-6; See 
Job. 1:20; Matt.9:18

3. What things can hinder 
effective and acceptable 
worship? 1 Sam. 2:22-23, 
29-30, Prov.12:22; 15:8; 

AIMS: 
To help participants understand:
i. what worship truly is 
ii. what things can hinder 

effective and acceptable 
worship

iii. the blessing of worship of 
the one and only true God

John 4:21-24; Rom.8:8; Jam. 
2:1-3, 9, 4:4, 7-10.

4. List and discuss some of 
the blessings of true 
worship: Gen. 8:20-22, 9:1; 
Ex. 23:25-27; 1 Sam.2:30; 
Mark 10:29-30.

CONCLUSION: Authentic 
worship is about God and 
about desiring Him above all 
else. Jesus teaches that the 
worship that appeals to God is 
that which is done in spirit and 
in truth. Worship is our way of 
honoring God and Him alone. 
As Dr Alex Tang puts it, “the 
chief aim of worship is to 
please God, whether by 
adoration and praise, prayer 
and proclamation, confession 
and offerings, thanksgiving 
and commitment and (or) all 
these actions combined. To 
use Christian worship for any 
purpose other than glorifying 
God is to abuse it”

MEMORY VERSE:  John. 4:24

EXAMINE YOURSELF: D o e s  
your worship in the Church truly 
reflect the state of your heart and 
your love for God?

CHRIST'S PURPOSE 
FOR HIS CHURCH

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME 3: TOPIC:                 
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STUDY 15
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  HEBREWS 10: 24, 25

FELLOWSHIP 
(BUILDING GOD'S 
FAMILY)

INTRODUCTION:
ellowship is friendly 
association, especially Fwith people who share 

one's interest.  Christian 
fellowship occurs when two or 
more Christians are in one 
another's company. The New 
T e s t a m e n t  w o r d  f o r  
"fellowship," (Hebrews 10:24-
25)  is  koinonia,  and it  
expresses the idea of being 
together for mutual benefits. 
The focus of this study is to 
remind us  of  the  very 
significant role true fellowship 
plays in the life of the Church.  
 
STUDY QUESTIONS:
1. W h a t  i s  C h r i s t i a n  

fellowship? What are the 
key ingredients of Christian 
fellowship? Acts 2:42-47

2. In 1 Cor. 12:12-28 the church 
is pictured as a body. Use 
what is explained here to 
discuss the place of genuine 

AIMS: To help us:

I. understand the nature and place 
of fellowship in the church

ii. identity some strong reasons 
why fellowship should be 
encouraged and strengthened 
in the church

iii. recognize hindrances to 
Christian fellowship and 
how to deal with them

fellowship in the life of the 
Church.

3. F r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
scriptures establish some of 
the features that will make 
for a strongly bonded 
Christian fellowship: John 
1:12-13; Acts 2:41-42, 44-46; 
Gal 3:26-29; Eph 4:11-16; 
Heb. 10:24-25

4. Identify some hindrances to 
genuine fellowship in the 
Church and suggest how 
they can be addressed, 1 
Cor.3:1-4; 5:6-7; Phil. 2:1-4;  

 
CONCLUSION: Fellowship 
played a very significant role in 
the building of the awesomely 
strong and virile Church in the 
book of Acts of the Apostles. 
Through quality fellowship, 
Christians in the local churches 
are sharpened, strengthened and 
opportune to harness and deploy 
their spiritual gifts and other 
personal resources for the 
general well being of the Church.
 
MEMORY VERSE: Heb. 10:24
 
EXAMINE YOURSELF: What 
personal efforts are you 
making to encourage quality 
fellowship in your local 
Church?

CHRIST'S PURPOSE 
FOR HIS CHURCH

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME 3: TOPIC:                 
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STUDY 16
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:   

SERVICE (MINISTRY) – 
ALL HANDS ON DECK

INTRODUCTION: 
he kingdom life is a call 
to ministry (or service). TIt is one of the core 

purposes of Jesus for His 
Church; and Christians who 
are mindful of the kingdom of 
God are committed to selfless 
service. Indeed, every bona 
fide member of Christ's 
Church should be engaged in 
at least one aspect of its 
ministry. This study is to stir 
us up in this regard.

STUDY GUIDE
1. Explain the word 'ministry' 

from 1 Cor.12:14-31. 
2. Similar to the above, 

discuss 'ministry' from the 
Parable in Luke 19:12-27. 

3. D i s c u s s  C h r i s t ' s  
expectat ion  f rom a l l  
Christians in their various 
areas of giftedness in the 
Church.  Luke 17: 5-10; 1 

AIMS: To help us to recognize:
i. that being a Christian is a 

call to service in areas we are 
individually gifted by God.

ii. that our services are 
complementary and not for 
unhealthy competition

i i i . t h a t  t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  
accountability in respect 
of our gifts and callings.

1 COR.12:14-31

2:3-8.  
4. T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  

insinuations that there are 
cases of unhealthy rivalries 
in the Church. Discuss (in 
the light of 1 Cor.12:14-31), 
the way out, and how. See 
also Rom.12:4-8; Eph.4:10-12

5. “One day there shall be an 
audit of the gifts and callings 
of God upon our lives”. 
Discuss. 2 Cor.5:10-11

CONCLUSION: Ministry in the 
Church is not the exclusive 
preserve of a special or privileged 
few but the responsibility of all. 
However, it is equally important 
to note that it is the Lord Himself 
who assigns certain special 
ministry gifts and apportions the 
requisite graces for their effective 
use. Moreover we need to 
understand that there is no room 
for idleness, slothfulness, or 
shallowness in the Church. All 
should endeavor to identify their 
area of giftedness and “wait on it” 
(or concentrate on it - Rom.12:7) 
to ensure that kingdom 
advancement is enhanced.
 
MEMORY VERSE: Rom.12:7 

EXAMINE YOURSELF: What 
are you supplying to the body 
of Christ?

CHRIST'S PURPOSE 
FOR HIS CHURCH

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)





SUPPORT SLIP

If you are moved to make financial donation to help us 
continue to distribute this manual free of charge for use in 
our churches and homes, please complete this form:

Name____________________________________

Address__________________________________

Phone No_________________________________

E-mail Address_____________________________

Amount_____ _____________________________

Send the form to the Bishop @ 
Diocese of Evo
All Saints Cathedral
Rumuokwurusi

Or

Make direct money transfer into this Guaranty Trust Bank 
(GTBank)  account:

Name: Diocese of Evo
Acct. No: 0039641455

Contacts:
Mr Ben Peters (Bishop's Admin Secretary) 0803 256 7978

The Adult Sunday school chaplains:
Rev. S. O. Abada, 0803 552 8455
Rev. M. P. Ezigbo, 0803 669 5898
Mrs Barinem Daniel, 0813 771 9234





SUB THEME FOUR – 

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

CHRIST'S PATTERN 
FOR HIS CHURCH
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SUB THEME 4: TOPIC:                 
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STUDY 17
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  ROM. 12:4-8; 1 COR. 12:12-31

THE CHURCH AS A 
UNITED ENTITY 

INTRODUCTION: 
ne of the passionate 
prayers of our Lord OJesus Christ for His 

Church is “that they may be 
one” (John 17:21). This is 
oneness formed and bonded 
by the Spirit, and not a 
creation of any human or 
organizational effort. The 
church is one living body; the 
numerous denominations are 
only a part. Preserving this 
unity (which the present 
church still struggles with), is 
the main thrust of this study. 

STUDY GUIDE 
1. What does the phrase “the 

Church as a united entity” 
means to you, and how 
close to this explanation is 
the Church today? 

2. Point out some of the major 
threats to the oneness of the 

AIMS
i. To  communicate  the  

position of scripture on the 
oneness the Church

ii. Stir up hunger in believers 
to strive for the defense of 
this unity.

iii. Identify the advantages in 
operating as  a united 
entity in the  society

CHRIST'S PATTERN 
FOR HIS CHURCH

church today and discuss 
possible ways of overcoming 
them. 1 Cor. 3:1-4; Acts 6:1; 
15:1-5; 36-40; Phil. 2:1-4

3. What are God's provisions 
to His church to enable her 
achieve this unity? John 
17:20-23; 1 Cor. 12:7-11; 
Eph. 4:11-13; 5:21; Col. 1:18.

4. Discuss what the church 
stand to lose or gain in its 
unity or lack of it. Gen.11:1-
9; Matt.12:25.

CONCLUSION: The fact that 
there are currently many local 
denominations does not reduce 
the fact that the Church is planned 
by God to exist as one indivisible 
entity. Much as we recognize that 
whatever divisions that exist now 
are inevitable in any human 
organization, we should be 
equally mindful that 'any 
kingdom divided against itself 
cannot stand'. Church leaders 
should therefore seek effective 
and sustainable solution to all 
divisive issues so the body can 
function effectively and 
profitably.

MEMORY VERSE: John 17:21

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Are 
you working for or against the 
unity of the Church? 

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME 4: TOPIC:                 
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STUDY 18
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  ACTS 6:1-8, 1 TIMOTHY 3:1-13

CHURCH
LEADERSHIP

INTRODUCTION: 

he Christian Leadership 
C e n t r e ,  A n d r e w ' s  TUnivers i ty ,  def ines  

Christian leadership as “a 
dynamic relational process in 
which people, under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, 
partner to achieve a common 
goal”. It is serving others by 
leading; and leading others by 
serving. The Bible describes the 
unique dimensions of leadership 
at the local Church using such 
titles as elder, overseer, bishop, 
deacon, etc, each of which clearly 
are clearly connected to their 
respective responsibilities.

STUDY GUIDE 
1. a. Who is a Church leader?    

b. Identity from the following 
scriptures the differences 
between leadership in the 
Church and secular society: 
Mark 10:42-45; John 13:12-17; 
Heb. 5:4. 

AIMS  
i. To define the concept of 

Church Leadership
ii. Identify the qualifications 

for Church leadership 
iii. M a k e  c a s e  f o r  t h e  

imperative of following 
scriptural principles in the 
selection of leaders.

CHRIST'S PATTERN 
FOR HIS CHURCH

2. Identify and discuss some 
of the qualifications for 
Church leadership: Acts 
6:3; I Tim. 3:1-13, Tit. 1:5-9.

3. Using your local Church as 
a reference point, would 
you say that due scriptural 
p r o c e s s e s  a r e  b e e n  
followed in the choice of 
leaders in the Church?

4. What are the implications 
of relegating due scriptural 
processes in the selection 
of Church leaders? Discuss 
with practical examples.

CONCLUSION: There are very 
strong reasons to believe that the 
present day Church has not 
been faithful in applying the 
leadership principles in the 
Bible in the selection, execution 
and evaluation of leadership 
and we have been paying dearly 
for it. Its either we do the needful 
by reversing the ugly trend or 
continue to live with the 
consequences of the nonchalant 
approach to obeying biblical 
principles in the choice of those 
who lead in the Church.

MEMORY VERSE: Acts 6:3
EXAMINE YOURSELF: would 
you sincerely say that you are an 
epitome of a bona fide Church leader? 

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 19
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  ACTS 2:42-47

CHURCH
MEMBERSHIP

INTRODUCTION: 
sually when people 
speak of  'Church 
membership', it refers U

to being associated with a 
specific local congregation as a 
regular subscriber. Although 
the Church, being 'the body of 
Christ' implies that such a 
'member' accepts His Lordship 
over him/her, this is usually 
not necessarily the case with 
'Church membership' as it is 
common knowledge that not 
all who are members of a given 
Church (for instance) actually 
belong to Christ, even though 
that should have been the case. 
This study focuses on this issue.

STUDY GUIDE
1. In your own understanding, 

who is a Church member?
2. How would you describe the 

AIM:
i. To explain what 'Church 

membership' is and the 
relationship that exists 
between individual Church 
members and Christ.

ii. To show what God and 
m a n  e x p e c t s  f r o m  
individual Church members 

CHRIST'S PATTERN 
FOR HIS CHURCH

ideal 'Church member' from the 
following biblical texts: Luke 
15:4-6; Col 1;18; Rev. 19:7-8; 
John 15:1-8; Eph. 2:19-22; 
Phil.3:20; 2 Tim.2:3; 1Pet. 2:5, 
9-10

3. How does Christ see Church 
membership presently? 
Matt.25:31-34

4. Discuss the following as it 
r e l a t e s  t o  C h u r c h  
membership: faith, Baptism 
(Matt. 28:18-20); Doctrine 
(Acts 2:42-43; 1 Tim.4:1); and 
the ministry of the Word 
( J o h n  2 1 : 1 5 - 1 7 )  a n d  
faithfulness (1 Cor. 4:1-2) 

CONCLUSION:  Church 
membership is about putting 
on, embodying, living out and 
m a k i n g  c o n c r e t e  o u r  
membership in the universal 
Church. It is like “I do” of a 
marriage covenant, where 
both the Church and the 
m e m b e r s  a r e  m u t u a l l y  
beneficial.

MEMORY VERSE: Acts 2:44, 

EXAMINE YOURSELF:  Are 
you an ideal Church member?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 20
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:    1 COR. 5:1-7, 13

INTRODUCTION: 
hurch discipline is censure 
o f  e r r i n g  C h u r c h  Cmembers in hope that 

they will repent and be 
reconciled to God and the 
Church. It is also intended to 
protect the Church members 
from the adverse effects of sin.” 
T h e  D i s c i p l i n e  w a s  a n  
indispensable factor in the daily 
administration of the New 
Testament Church as can be seen 
from the scriptures; and we 
should not compromise it in 
today.

STUDY GUIDE
1. From 1 Cor. 5:1-7, explain 

Church discipline and how 
it brings about healthy and 
stable growth of the 
congregation. See also Acts 
5:1-11, 2 Tim. 4:1-4.

2. a. “Churches that are lax in 
discipline will sooner or 
later discover within their 

AIMS 
I. To Show participants the 

meaning, goal and dangers of 
failure to discipline; and the 
'how' of Church discipline;

ii. To encourage leaders not to 
shy away from discipline as 
it is one of the tools for 
bringing about healthy 
growth of the church. 

CHRIST'S PATTERN 
FOR HIS CHURCH

CHURCH 
DISCIPLINE

circle an eclipse of the truth 
and an abuse of what is 
holy”: 1 Cor.5:1-7, 13; 1 
Cor.14:33, 40; 2 Tim. 4:1-2; 
Rev. 2:14-15, 20. Discuss. b. 
What other dangers can we 
find in a Church that lacks 
discipline: Prov. 22:15; 
29:15; Eze.3:17-19

3. What is the goal of Church 
discipline? Prov. 3:11-12; 
Heb.12:6-11

4. Explain the various ways a 
Church can discipline an 
erring member: 2 Tim 4:2 
(figure out the key words), 
1 Cor. 5:1-5, 9-11, 13.

CONCLUSION: 
The spiritual health of today's 
Church is  being overly 
undermined by a dangerously 
increas ing  penchant  to    
accommodate sin in the body, 
perhaps for fear of losing 
sanctioned culprits to the 
embrace of certain 'competitors' 
who shamelessly indulge in sin. 
But it needs to be emphasized 
that the Church of Christ should 
be the center of good ethical 
behaviour and discipline that sets 
the tone for the rest of society. 

MEMORY VERSE:  Heb.12:6

E X A M I N E  Y O U R S E L F :   
How do you respond to 
Church discipline.

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

STUDY 21
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  GEN. 2:18-25; EPH. 5:22-33 

GOD'S PATTERN/
DESIGN FOR MARRIAGE 
IN HIS CHURCH

INTRODUCTION: 
he Bible teaches that 
marriage was instituted Tby God at the very onset 

of creation. He is therefore 
better positioned to tell how it 
works. This He has done in the 
various provisions we find in 
the Bible on healthy marriage. 
The wise would lay hands on 
these and run with them; only 
the foolish ignores them to their 
own hurt. This study offers us 
help on how marriage works – 
as God has purposed it.

STUDY GUIDE
1. How will you explain 

marriage from Gen. 2:21-24?

2. Identify God's original 
design for marriage as 
stated in Gen. 2:18, 24; 1:28; 
Mal. 2:14-16;  Matt.19:9; 
Rom. 7:2; 1 Cor. 7:1-5; Eph. 
5:22-33; Hebrews 13:4

3. a. What benefits accrue to 
those who recognize and 

AIM: 
to make us understand God's 
pattern and design for  
marriage, especially in the 
Church

CHRIST'S PATTERN 
FOR HIS CHURCH

order their marriages in 
accordance with biblical 
prescriptions?   b. What are 
the consequences of failing 
to do so? 

4. The Church is currently 
sharply divided over some 
nagging issues pertaining to 
sexuality and whom or what 
to marry. What are these 
issues, and how should the 
Church respond to them in 
the light of the provisions of 
scripture above?

CONCLUSION: One of the 
major reasons why many 
marriages have collapsed is 
because people want to do 
things their own way and not 
God's way. When we stick to 
God's guideline as spelt out in 
His word, our marriages will 
flourish and succeed.  

MEMORY VERSE: Eph. 5:33.

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Are 
you running your marriage 
according to God's pattern or 
according to yours? 
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STUDY 22
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  ACTS 11:27-30, 1 COR. 16:1-2

INTRODUCTION:
od provides for His work; 
but He does not throw 
'silver and gold' directly G

from heaven for this; rather, He 
commits resources into the hands of 
individual members of the Church 
who should in turn deploy some of 
what is so given to them to liberally 
and willingly advance His cause on 
earth. This is how it works, and it is 
the focus of this study.

STUDY GUIDE

1. From the key texts above, 
discuss how the early 
Church was funded. See 
also Acts 4: 34-37; 1 Cor.9:7-
1 4 ;  2  C o r . 8 : 1 - 4 ;  9 : 7 ;  
Matt.17:27; Philem. 7

2. Is giving exclusively reserved for 
few individuals or the 
responsibility of every 
Christian? Acts 11: 29; 1 Cor.16:1-2

3. Read the following passages 
and highlight what a 
believer's attitude in giving 

AIMS: To help us:

i. identify biblical ways of 
funding the Church.                                                                       

ii. appreciate that the needs of 
the Church are every 
member's responsibility;

iii. identify wrong methods of 
Church funding, the 
inherent dangers and 
how to curtail such.

CHRIST'S PATTERN 
FOR HIS CHURCH

CHRIST'S PATTERN FOR 
FUNDING HIS CHURCH

for the furtherance of God's 
kingdom should be: 1 
Chron. 29: 9; Matt.6:1-4 (take 
only the principle here, 
'don't give for show');  2 Cor. 
8:1-5; 9:6-7; -14

4. List some of the “arm twisting” 
tactics most churches have 
devised in raising fund to do 
God's work today that are 
unscriptural (even though such 
yield supposedly good result). 

5. Why is it wrong to indulge in 
arm twisting tactics/practices 
in raising funds for the Church; 
and how may we curtail such in 
our Churches? Rom.16:17; 
Phil.3:16-21

CONCLUSION: God desires 
every member of the Church to 
be her financial burden-bearer 
according to individual abilities. 
We fulfill these roles by giving 
quality offerings, paying tithes 
and or by responding to the 
needs of the Church and of the 
brethren (especially where such 
is well within our ability to do). 
We don't do this for show; 
rather, out of sincere love for the 
Lord; not expecting material 
blessings or praise of men for our 
generosity. 

MEMORY VERSE:  Acts 4:36-37 

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Are 
you part of those shying away 
from taking up financial 
responsibilities in the church?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 23
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  MATT. 18:15-19

CHRIST'S PATTERN FOR 
RESOLVING CONFLICTS
IN HIS CHURCH

INTRODUCTION: 
o n f l i c t s  a r e  

d i s a g r e e m e n t s ,  Cquarrels, offences and 
misunderstanding between or 
among persons, groups, 
organizations, etc. The Bible in 
Luke 17:1a says offences must 
come, meaning we cannot 
avoid conflict in this world. 
We must therefore learn how 
to handle conflicts among us. 
That is the focus of this study. 

STUDY GUIDE
1. What is 'conflict', and how is it 

different from crisis? 
Mention some examples of 
'conflicts' and 'crisis' in the 
Church.

2. What are some of the causes 
of conflicts in the Church? 
Prov. 10:12; 15:18; 16:28; 
28:25a; Matt. 20:20-28; Ja. 4:1-
3, Acts 15:36-40; 1 Cor.3:3

3. D i s c u s s  t h e  c o n f l i c t  
handled by Christ in Matt. 

AIMS: 
I. to establish that disagreements/ 

conflicts are to be expected in the 
Church as in every other sphere 
of human existence

ii. determine biblical provisions for 
arresting disagreements/ conflict 
in the Church so they don't 
snowball into full blown crisis.

CHRIST'S PATTERN 
FOR HIS CHURCH

20:20-28 and what we can 
learn from it.

4. From the key text in 
Matt.18:15-19, identify some 
principles for managing 
conflict situations. See also 
Deut. 1:17; 1Kgs. 3:25-28; 
Matt.5:23-24; Luke 17:4; 
Rom.12:17-21; 1 Cor. 6:1-7; 
Gal. 6:1; Col. 3:13; Eph. 4:31-32 

5. Are there instances Church 
members can resort to 
secular law courts to settle 
matters? Discuss.

C O N C L U S I O N :  I t  i s  
dangerous for conflicts to be 
allowed to degenerate into 
crisis, since as they say; “you 
may know when a war starts, 
but not how it will end”. Since 
conflicts are a part of us as 
human beings, it is important to 
explore every biblical principle 
there is to handle them. If we do, 
we would set the Church on the 
path of healthy growth and 
avoid subjecting her to ridicule 
and disrepute.

MEMORY VERSE: Eph. 4:32.

EXAMINE YOURSELF: How 
well have you been able to 
manage conflicts in which you 
are a party?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)



SUB THEME FIVE – 

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

CHARACTER OF 
CHRIST'S  CHURCH

27
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STUDY 24
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  MATT. 5:13

SALT OF 
THE EARTH

INTRODUCTION: 
ast year, at the onset of the 
Presidential campaigns, a Lcer ta in  Pr ies t  (not  

Anglican) was well reported to 
have brought the Church into 
d i s r e p u t e  b y  ' p o l i t i c a l  
endorsements and prediction of 
p o l i t i c a l  d o o m  f o r  t h e  
opposition Political Party, and 
that for selfish financial gain! 
That  act ion thoroughly  
devalued the Church in the eye 
of society.  Talk about the 
Church losing saltiness! So in 
this study we shall examine how 
Christians can act as salt in the 
world and the consequences of 
losing that quality.

STUDY GUIDE
1. What is salt; and what do 

we do with it naturally? 
2. F r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

scriptures, explain the 
character traits we should 
possess as Christians who 

AIMS: 
To help us know our value as 
Christians in the world; 
understand how we can truly 
be the salt of the earth; what 
can make us lose that value 
and the danger of losing same

are called to be the salt of the 
earth (Gen. 39:6-12; 1 Cor. 
15:33; Eph.5:9-11; Phil. 2:3-8; 
1 Tim 6:6; 2 Tim 2:19; Job 1:1

3. Identify what can make the 
Church to lose its saltiness 
(that is, her value) from these 
scriptures: 2 Pe.2:10, 12-22? 

4. What happens if we fail in 
our role as salt of the earth 
as Christians? Ex. 20:7; 
Mark 9:50; Matthew 5:13.

CONCLUSION: As salt is 
valuable to give taste and to 
preserve from corruption, so the 
Church must be godly example 
in the world. We must help to 
position society on the path of 
sound morality and preserve it 
against corruption and decay, 
especially now that our society 
is dying. To be otherwise is to be 
useless and hence of no value to 
God; except to become object of 
ridicule that is daily trampled by 
society as we are already 
witnessing. May God save His 
Church!

MEMORY VERSE: Matt. 5:13a

E X A M I N E  Y O U R S E L F :  
Many Christians for various 
reasons have lost  their  
saltiness. What about you?

CHARACTER 
OF CHRIST'S 
CHURCH

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

STUDY 25
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  MATT. 5:14-16

LIGHT OF
THE WORLD

INTRODUCTION:  
ight  makes  th ings  
visible; just as darkness Lis the absence of it. In the 

Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
gave what one may call Code 
of Conducts to His disciples, 
among which He declared to 
His disciples, “Ye are the light 
of the world…” This study is 
to help us understand this 
metaphor and relate it to the 
true character He desires to 
see in His Church in the world.

STUDY GUIDE
1. Explain the phrase “Ye are 

the Light of the World” 
(Matt. 5:14) along with Isa. 
60:1-3; Eph. 5:8-11; and 
relate this to your local 
Church in its community 
of existence.

AIMS: to help us: 
i. understand the biblical 

concept of the Church as 
the light of the world

ii. relate this to the Church's 
role in our depraved world

iii. appreciate the urgent need 
for the local Church to 
strive to live up to this 
responsibility in the 
community it is situated.

CHARACTER 
OF CHRIST'S 
CHURCH

2. In what practical ways can 
the church shine as light in 
the host communities? 
Rom.1:16; 2 Tim.4:2a

3. Why is it necessary for the 
Church to urgently rise up to 
this responsibility? Gen1:1-
3; Isa. 60:1-3, Eph. 5:7-13. 

4. Are there consequences for 
reneging on this  a l l  
important task?  Discuss

C O N C L U S I O N :  I t  i s  
instructive to observe that at 
the very beginning of creation, 
God said, “let there be light”, 
and darkness gave way and 
then every other good things 
followed! In the same vein, the 
Church should not expect the 
land to bring forth its goodness 
for the enjoyment of all in our 
various host communities until 
we take the necessary steps to 
beam the light of the gospel into 
the thick darkness that is 
choking the land and the 
people.

MEMORY VERSE:  Matthew 
5:16.

EXAMINE YOURSELF:  Are 
you truly shining as light to 
the world?
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STUDY 26
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  1 PE. 1:13-16; 2:9, 10

HOLY
LIVING

INTRODUCTION: 

h e  C h u r c h  i s  a n  

a s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  

redeemed; a people T
rescued from the dominion of 

darkness; an assembly of 

sanctified people that reflects 

God's glory to the world. This 

study is to help us take a closer 

look at how well her character 

presently fits into this glorious 

divine portrait with a view to 

helping us retrace our steps 

where we have missed it.

STUDY GUIDE

1. How are those called by 

God expected to live 

according to our key texts? 

See also Ex. 22:31; Lev. 

11:44a; 2 Cor.6:16-18; 

Eph.5:27; 2 Tim. 2:19; 

Heb.12:14 

AIMS: 
To encourage Christians to 
live a holy life for Christ

CHARACTER 
OF CHRIST'S 
CHURCH

2. In what practical ways is 

holiness reflected and or 

expressed by the Church? 

Psalm 15:1-5; Rom 12:1-2; 

Eph. 1:4;4:1-3; 5:1-11, 18; 

2:21; 5:27; Titus 1:8; 1 Pet. 

1:13-17, 22; 3:5.

3. Why should the Christian 

live a holy life? Lev 19:2; 

Psalm 15:1-5; Prov.14:34; 

Obadiah 1:17; Heb. 1:9; 12:14; 

1 Pe. 2:5, 9-10; Rev. 22:11-12

CONCLUSION: As members 

of the Church we are called to 

a life of separation from the 

lusts and pleasures of this 

present world in order that we 

may worship God in holiness 

all the days of our lives.  This is 

God's will for us from eternity 

and is the very purpose of God 

in the salvation of His people.  

MEMORY VERSE: 
I Peter 1:15.

EXAMINE YOURSELF: 
Are You Living A Holy Life? 

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 27
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  PHIL. 2:1-9

HUMILITY

INTRODUCTION:
u m i l i t y  s i m p l y  
means absence of Hpride. It is a modest 

opinion or estimate of one's 
importance or rank. A 
humble man acknowledges 
God in word and deed in all 
he has and does; and usually 
has no qualms about owning 
up to faults, wrong doings or 
short comings – the reason 
they can easily say “I am 
sorry”. As we go into this 
study, we shall see further 
examples of men who were 
humble and what God did 
with them to his own glory.

STUDY GUIDE

1. What is humility and 
why is it important to 
be humble? Is. 57:15; 
Micah 6:8; Matt.20:24-
27; 23:11-12; Ja. 4:7;

2. Identify some of the 
attributes of humility 
from these scriptures:1 

AIM: 
To remind us of the benefits of 
humility as a Christian virtue

CHARACTER 
OF CHRIST'S 
CHURCH

Sam.12:11-13; Matt.11:29; 
Rom.12:3; Phil. 2:3   

3. Discuss the character of 
t h e  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  
following scriptures in 
relation to humility: 1 
Ki.21:27-29; 2 King 5:10-
13; Lk. 18:13; Phil.3:4-10.

4. What danger awaits 
those who refused to be 
humble? Prov. 18:18; 
29:1; Da. 4:30-37; Matt. 
23:12; 1 Pe. 5:5. 

CONCLUSION: Humility is 
Christian virtue. God demands 
it of whoever will walk with 
Him and it  commands 
unquantifiable blessings. With 
humility patience is formed in 
us during trials and this makes 
for victory in all respects and 
ramification of our Christian 
walk.

MEMORY VERSE:  Phil. 
2:9-11 

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Do 
you find it easy to own up to 
your faults; and or to say “I am 
sorry” when you are wrong?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 28
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  ACTS 1:14; 2:42; 3:1 

PRAYING
CHURCH

INTRODUCTION: 
rayer is a key character of 
the Church. It is a means 
of communicating with P

God; adoring Him for who He 
is, thanking Him for what He 
has done, confessing one's sins 
and asking Him forgiveness 
and beseeching Him for 
provis ions  towards  the  
fulfillment of our daily needs. 
Prayers could also be made for 
other specific personal, family, 
Church, communal, national or 
global needs. This study is an 
attempt at stirring us up to a life 
of effective prayer as a Church.

STUDY GUIDE
1. Using the early Church as 

example, how would you 
d e s c r i b e  a  ' ' P r a y i n g  
Church''? Acts 1:14; 3:1; 
4:23-37; 12:5-12;

2. Why should we pray as a 
Church and how can we 
raise a generation of 
committed intercessors for 

AIMS: 
to teach the importance and 
efficacy of corporate prayers. 

CHARACTER 
OF CHRIST'S 
CHURCH

the Church? 2 Chro.7:13-14; 
Eze.37:1-14; Da.2:17-19; 
Matt.7:7-11; Acts 4:23-31; 1 
Thess.5;17; 1 Tim.2:1-8; 
Ja.1:5; 5:14-18 

3. Examine some of the 
hindrances to prayers in 
the Church:  Jos.7:1, 20-21; 
Ps.66:18, Is.59:1-2; Matt. 
5 :23-24 ;  Mk.11 :25-26 ;  
Ja.1:6-8; 4:3-4.

4. What are the consequences 
of failure to pray? Jos. 9:9-
18; Ez.3:17-19; Lk. 22:40.             

C O N C L U S I O N :  T h e  
Apostolic Church was a 
Praying Church. The miracles 
and unprecedented growth 
recorded in the Church of the 
Apostles were partly due to 
their consistent and effective 
prayers. The Church in our 
time must return to the prayer 
chambers for revival to come 
down again.

MEMORY VERSE: Acts 1:14.

EXAMINE YOURSELF: What 
level of importance have you 
been attaching to personal and 
corporate prayers?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 29
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  ACTS 2:44-45; 4:34-35

CARE
GIVING

INTRODUCTION: 
are Giving, in simple 
terms, is the act of 
expressing God's love to C

others in need in practical terms. 
The Early Church demonstrated 
this as shown in the key texts. It 
entails spending money, 
materials, energy and or other 
resources in reaching out to 
others in need. Care Giving is a 
major tool in the building of the 
Church. 

STUDY GUIDE
1. How would you describe 

Care Giving as a person, and 
who are the targets? 
Deuteronomy 14:28-29; 
Psalm 41:1-3; Prov.19:17; 1 
Cor. 9:7-14 

2. Why is  Care  Giving 
important in the Church? 
John 6:25-26; Hebrews 
13:1-3; 1 john 4:7-8; Psalm 
41:1-3; Proverbs 19:17; 
Matt 5:16; Matt 25:34-40

3. Read Mark 10:19-22 and 2 

AIMS: 
I. To understand the concept 

of Care Giving
ii. To show the importance of 

Care Giving in building a 
strong Church

CHARACTER 
OF CHRIST'S 
CHURCH

Tim 3:1-4. Would you say the 
Church is reaching out 
enough in Care Giving; 
and how may we improve 
on current status?

4. How may we practice Care 
Giving in such a way that the 
extremes of encouraging 
lack of vision/creativity and 
idleness are avoided, 
especially in the light of 2 
Thessalonians 3:10-13? 

CONCLUSION: The effect of 
Care Giving on the growth of the 
C h u r c h  c a n n o t  b e  
overemphasized. The people 
sought Jesus again because they 
were fed physically. But we 
should also be careful not to 
dangle Care Giving as Carrot for 
soul winning as that would most 
likely be counterproductive in 
the long run. Care Giving is 
essentially for sons and 
daughters of the kingdom. 
However, it should not also 
translate into a ploy for 
encouraging laziness among 
brethren.

M E M O R Y  V E R S E :  
2Thes.3:13

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Can 
you show proof that you are a 
Care Giver in the Church?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 30
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  MATT. 28:19-20; EPH. 4:11-12

TEACHING
AND LEARNING

INTRODUCTION: 
eaching is the process of 
sharing knowledge and or Texperience with others to 

help them become better and 
more relevant in society. 
Learning, on the other hand, is 
the acquisition of knowledge or 
skills through study, experience 
or exposure to teaching.  These 
two concepts are basic for 
p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h  a n d  
development. Seasoned teachers 
and passionate learners are 
therefore indispensable in the 
quest to achieve Kingdom goals.

STUDY GUIDE 
1. Explain “teaching and 

learning” in your own 
words.

2. Teaching is embedded in 
the statement of the 'Great 
Commission' in Matt 28:19-

AIM: to show that
I. teaching and learning are 

essential tools in the 
building of the Church

ii. teaching and learning are 
indispensable  in  the  
Church; and to

iii. identify the main thrust in 
the teaching and learning 
process in the Church

CHARACTER 
OF CHRIST'S 
CHURCH

20. Why do you think this is 
so?  Ex 18:20; Prov. 9:9; 
22:6; Hosea 4:6; Eph.4:11-
14; Titus 2:7-8

3. Who are the learners and 
what is expected of them? 
Ps 119:99; Luke 6:40; Rom 
15:4; Heb 6:7; 10:25

4. What should be the main 
thrust in the teaching and 
learning process as a 
people of God? Acts 26:16-
18; Rom.1:16-17; 2 Tim 
3:16; 4:2 

5. Would you say we are 
doing well as Church 
members ei ther  in a  
teaching or learning role? If 
not, why not?

CONCLUSION: Teaching 
and learning are essential for 
Church growth. Teachers are 
vital human instruments for 
effective dissemination of the 
principles and practice of 
Christian life. And for the 
Church to continue to wax 
stronger all  round, her 
teaching ministry must not be 
compromised. 

MEMORY VERSE: Prov. 24:4 

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Are 
you teachable    

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 31
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  MATT. 16:13- 19, EPH. 5:25-27

THE GLORIOUS
CHURCH

INTRODUCTION: 
he 'Church' here means 
the called out ones (not Tt h e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  

cement and block); but those 
who have been washed by the 
blood of Jesus (that is, the 
redeemed); and those who 
follow Him (Disciples). Let's 
unveil from the scriptures this 
'Glorious Church' in this study.

STUDY GUIDE
1. What do you understand 

by a Glorious Church 
according to our texts? 

2. How does one become part 
of this Glorious Church? 
John 1:11-12; 3:3-18; Acts 
16:30-32; Rom.10:8-11

3. W h a t ' s  t h e  p l a c e  o f  
Discipleship in building a 
glorious Church? Matthew 
16:12; Mark 10:19-22; Luke 
9:23-24; Eph. 4:11-12.

AIMS: 
To be able to understand what a 
Glorious Church means; how to 
be a part of it; and be acquainted 
with the implications of not being 
a part if the Glorious church.

CHARACTER 
OF CHRIST'S 
CHURCH

4. Discuss how we are to 
prepare towards becoming 
this 'Glorious Church'. Col. 
3:1-16; Phil. 2:12, 13, Eph. 
4:11-12.

5. Evaluate the Church of our 
day in the light of the 
above.

CONCLUSION: God's plan is 
to build a Glorious Church. 
The time has come for us to 
qui t  showmanship  and 
partner with Christ to build 
this Church of His vision. Let's 
get busy in preparing for the 
Kingdom of God and stop 
chasing shadows! Shall we?

MEMORY VERSE:
Ephesians 5:27

EXAMINE YOURSELF: If you 
were to attend a divine interview 
now for selection as a member of 
this Glorious Church, will your 
credentials be sufficient to 
guarantee you a place? Think 
about it!

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

STUDY 32
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  MATT.16:13-19, ROM. 6:1-19

THE UNDEFEATABLE 
CHURCH

INTRODUCTION: 
v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  
especially the 21st 
century, the Body of O

Christ has been weakened by 
s e l f i s h n e s s ,  w o r l d l y  
allurements and sin in different 
forms. Jesus lived above sin 
and wants the same for all who 
put their trust in Him (Romans 
6:14). It will require our getting 
correct revelation of who Christ 
is and our daily drawing of 
Spiritual stamina from the 
power of God for a daily of 
victory over sin.  This is study is 
to help us in this regard.

STUDY GUIDE
1. What do you understand 

by "Undefeatable Church" 
with reference to these 
scriptures; Romans 6:1-19 
(especially 4c, 14 & 18); 1 
John 4:4; 5:4. 

AIMS: 
to help us know and seek after 
God's power for victory over 
the word system, sin, self, and 
the devil.

CHARACTER 
OF CHRIST'S 
CHURCH

2. Read Matthew 16:18 from 
different translations and 
explain the meaning of 'the 
gates of hell'. 

3. What are the challenges to 
living the Undefeatable life? 
Romans 8:1; 8, 9; Galatians 
5:17; 1 John 2:15-17.

4. What must we do to 
maintain an Undefeatable 
life as a Church? Discuss. 
M a t t h e w  5 : 1 4 - 1 9 ;  
John15:4, 7;  Gal.2:20; 
Eph.6:10-18; Col.2:6-7; 3:1-
3; 1 John3:3, 21-22.

CONCLUSION: God knows 
that sin abounds in this world; 
yet after saving us He allowed 
us to live on earth; but not to 
live in sin and be ruled by it. 
God left us, confident that as 
long as we are in Him, we 
would be undefeatable by sin 
and Satan.

MEMORY VERSE: 1 John 4:4

EXAMINE YOURSELF. Are 
you walking in victory as a 
Christian? If not, why not.
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T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

STUDY 33
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:    1 COR. 3: 16-17; EPH. 2: 19-22

THE CHURCH AS THE
 TEMPLE OF GOD

INTRODUCTION: 
 temple is a building 
d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  Aworship of God. In the 

Old Testament, it was the 
place where God dwelt among 
the people of Israel. In the 
New Testament, however, the 
word took a new meaning - 
from physical to a spiritual 
structure, essentially because 
the Holy Spirit indwells the 
believers in Christ Jesus.  
Therefore, whenever and 
wherever Christians gather, 
there the temple of God is 
established, not in a physical 
sense, but as a spiritual house 
indwelt by the Spirit of God.  

STUDY GUIDE
1. Explain the meaning of the 

phrase, “the Church as the 
temple of God”?

2. How is the Church (and 

AIMS: 
to help us understand that we 
are carriers (Temples) of the 
Holy Spirit and therefore 
should live worthy lives that 
is befitting of this special 
status at all times.

CHARACTER 
OF CHRIST'S 
CHURCH

the Christian) described in 1 
Cor.3:16-17; 6:19?

3. As the temple of God, how 
should we live our lives? 
Acts 24:16; 1 Cor.6:18-20; 
Eph 4:1; 2 Corinth 6: 6-7, 
1Corinth 13: 4-8.

4. How may the Church as 
the Temple of God live up 
to the high expectations of 
our calling?  Ps. 119:11; 
Eph 4:30-32; 6:10-18

CONCLUSION: The Church is 
not just the physical structure, 
which we have quite often 
come to see as 'our Churches'. 
Rather, all who's faith is in the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
It is the Temple of the Holy 
Spirit. Our lives should 
expectedly be patterned after 
Him Who's Spirit we carry in 
our body. There is therefore the 
need to consciously live with 
this reality in view.

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Corinth 3:17

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Does 
your character and lifestyle reflect 
that of the temple of God?
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T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

THE GATES OF HELL 
(CHALLENGES)
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STUDY 34
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  1 CORINTH. 3: 16-17

FALSE
DOCTRINE

INTRODUCTION: 

alse doctrine is any teaching 
or preaching that is at Fvariance with revealed truth 

in God's word. Revealed truth here 
is the outcome of correctly 
t ranslated  and honest ly  
interpreted word of God. The devil 
has always been in the business of 
instigating and promoting error 
(false doctrine) as a key strategy in 
weakening, dividing and 
destabilizing the body of Christ.  It 
is hoped that its proliferation 
would be curbed with this study.

STUDY GUIDE

1. Explain what you understand 
by 'false doctrines', and the 
reason for their prevalence 
today. Matt.24:5, 11; Gal 1: 6-9; 
1 Tim 4:1-2

2. What are the features of false 
doctrine? Deut. 18:21-22; Matt 
7:15-16; John 7:16-18; Gal 1:6-
8, 11-12; Eph 4:14; Phil.3:18-19; 
2Tim 2:16-18; I Tim 6:3-5; 2 
Pe.2:3,10,13-15, 17-19

AIMS: 
I. t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

characteristics and what 
constitutes false doctrine 

ii. to help curb error in the 
Church today

THE GATES 
OF HELL 
(CHALLENGES)

3. From the following passages, 
identity and discuss some of 
the antidotes to false 
doctrines. John 8:32; Acts 
17:11; 1Thes 5:21; 1 John 4:1-3

4. What are the consequences of 
propagating false doctrines? 
Isaiah 5:20; Jer. 28:16-17; Micah 
3:5-6; 1 Tim.1:19

5. Are there false doctrines in 
the Church today? If so, how 
may we effectively tackle 
them? Matt.28:19-20; Gal 1:8; 
Titus 1:13; 1Tim1:20

CONCLUSION: Scriptures 
predicted false emergence of 
prophets and doctrines; and they 
are  a lready widespread.  
Peddling and or promoting 
them portend great danger with 
devastating consequences for 
the Church and the gospel. The 
most  potent  ant idote  to  
falsehood is the TRUTH. There is 
probably no time when the 
Church must bring out all her 
arsenals (in the form of 
competent  and seasoned 
teachers of the Word) in full force 
than now. Teachers of God's 
word in our midst, where are 
you? Let's fight for the gospel 
and for the Church of our God!

MEMORY VERSE: 2 Peter 2:1

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Have you 
probably imbibed any false gospel?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 35
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  MATT.7:15-20; 2 COR. 11:13-15

FALSE
BRETHREN

INTRODUCTION: 
he Church is constantly 
under severe attacks Tf rom in terna l  and  

external forces; but challenges 
from within, (those by false 
brethren), wreck the most 
havoc. These false brethren are 
'wolves in sheep's clothing'. 
Until they are discerned and 
treated accordingly, all efforts 
made to keep the body healthy 
may yield very little, zero or 
extremely negative results. 

STUDY GUIDE
1. a )  I n  y o u r  o w n  

understanding, who are 
t h e  f a l s e  b r e t h r e n ?  
Matt.7:15-20

  b) Do you believe they are in 
the Church today? Explain

2. F r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
scriptures, how can we 
identify the false brethren 

AIMS: 
to alert the Church to the 
pervasive influence of false 
brethren and the challenges they 
pose in every local congregation 
and discuss biblical ways of 
identifying and dealing with them

THE GATES 
OF HELL 
(CHALLENGES)

in our midst? Matt.7:15-20; 2 
Tim.3:2-9; Jude verse 4.

3. What are some of the 
challenges these false 
brethren pose to the 
church? Matt.24:12; 2 
Cor.11:13-15; 2 Tim. 3:3-8; 
4:14-15

4. How can the Church 
effectively tackle this evil? 
John 8:32; Gal. 4:19; 2 
Tim.3:5, 15; 4:2, 14-15

CONCLUSION: 

False brethren are enemies 
within the church. They claim 
to be part of the body but are 
not so in reality. We hold 
fellowship with them; and 
sometimes, we even entrust 
them with leadership or very 
sensitive positions or tasks in 
the Church. Such people often 
cause the Church great pain 
and trouble if they are not 
quickly detected. May the 
Lord protect His Church! 

MEMORY VERSE: 2 Tim. 3:5 

EXAMINE YOURSELF:  True 
or false brother/sister – which 
are you?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 36
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  2 PET. 2:1-3; MATTHEW 24:23-27; 
                  2 COR.11:13-15

FALSE PROPHETS/
TEACHERS

INTRODUCTION: 
a l s e  P r o p h e t s  a n d  
Teachers manifest in Fdifferent forms and are 

evidently on rampage in the 
Church today. They are all 
cancerous sores in the body of 
Christ and therefore staunch 
enemies of the faith. They are 
like carnivorous worms which 
have been feasting and 
feeding themselves fat on the 
vital tissues of the Church. In 
this study, attempt would be 
made to do an expose on them 
in the light of God's word.

STUDY GUIDE
1. Who are 'false prophets' 

and 'false teachers'; and 
h o w  c a n  t h e y  b e  
identified? Matt. 7:15-20; 
Gal. 5:19-21, 2Pe. 2:1-3, 
10,12-20

2. What challenges do they pose 
to the Church? Jer. 23:16; 

AIMS: 
to establish the reality of the 
endemic presence of false 
prophets and teachers in the 
Church today; learn how to 
identify them and understand 
from the scriptures how not to 
be deceived by them.

THE GATES 
OF HELL 
(CHALLENGES)

Eze.13:9-10; Matt. 24:5, 11, 24; 
John 10:10a; 2 Cor.11:4, 13-15; 
Gal. 1: 6-8, 2 Pet. 2:1-3

3. How can the Church 
effectively deal them? John 
8:32; Eph. 4:11-15; 2 Tim. 
3:5, 15; 4:2. 

4. What consequences await 
them? Ezek. 13:9; Isaiah 
5:20; Jer. 28:16-17; Micah 
3:5-6; 2 Pe.2:1

C O N C L U S I O N :  F a l s e  
prophets and teachers are false 
Ministers in the Church. They 
may perform fake signs and 
wonders outside the power of 
the Holy Spirit; and exude 
great charisma which endear 
t h e m  t o  u n s u s p e c t i n g  
brethren and even earn them 
i m p o r t a n t  l e a d e r s h i p  
positions in the Church. 
Again, the most potent 
antidote to falsehood remains 
the TRUTH. Gifted Teachers 
must rise up to the challenge; 
a n d  t h e  C h u r c h  m u s t  
encourage them by opening 
up the teaching space to 
competent and seasoned 
Teachers of God's word.

MEMORY VERSE: 2 Peter 2:1

EXAMINE YOURSELF:  Oh you 
prophet, whose prophet are you? 

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 37
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  EPH.4:11-15

UN- /POORLY 
DISCIPLED BRETHREN

INTRODUCTION: 

ne of the tools the Devil is 
deploying to trouble the OChurch today is the 

challenge of overwhelming number 
of spiritual babes and half or ill-baked 
Christians who remain perpetually 
so because of lack of effective 
discipleship occasioned by poor 
showing by the leadership in the task 
of nurture; or lethargic response of 
Church members to various 
platforms of nurture that is available 
in the Church. Consequently there 
are too many with little of nothing 
profitable to contribute to her 
wholesome growth.

STUDY GUIDE

1. What does the phrase “Un-
/poorly discipled” mean to 
you; and do you agree with 
those who say that there are too 
many un-discipled brethren in 
present day Church? Cite 
reasons for your response.

2. D i s c u s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
challenges in the Church in 
the light of our topic: 1.) 

AIM: 
to help the Church identify and 
appropriately deal with the 
challenges of having so many 
un-discipled/poorly discipled 
brethren in our midst. 

THE GATES 
OF HELL 
(CHALLENGES)

shortage of Labourers; 2.) carnal 
believers; 3.) 'neither here nor 
there' believers; 4. 'so many 
leaders, too little leadership'; 
5 . )  p e r v a s i v e  m o r a l  
corruption. 1 Corinth 3: 3-4; 
Eph.4:11-15; 2 Tim. 3:1-8

3. How can we effectively deal 
with these challenges? John 
8 :32;  Matt .  28 :  18-20;  
Gal.4:19; 2 Tim. 4:2 (the 
Church); John 7:37-38; Col. 
2:6-7; 2 Tim. 3:14-15; Heb. 10: 
25; 1 Peter 2:2 (for the Un-
/poorly discipled).

CONCLUSION: Un-/poorly 
discipled brethren may love and 
profess Christ genuinely but are 
still grossly lacking in the essential 
rudiments of the Christian faith 
because they have not been 
sufficiently groomed by those who 
should have done so; or simply 
that those concerned are 
themselves not even hungry. The 
effect is that we have too many 
members who are largely spiritual 
babes and thus constitute serious 
burden to the Church. To reverse 
this ugly trend, the church must 
approach her discipleship 
responsibilities more seriously; or 
what do you think? 

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 2:2 

EXAMINE YOURSELF:  The 
dead can't be hungry: are you 
living or dead?  

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 38
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  MATT 4:8-10; 1 JOHN 2:15-17

WORDINESS

INTRODUCTION:
orldliness is the 
inordinate craving Wfor, attachment to, 

and pursuit after worldly 
passions, especially “that 
w h i c h  i s  d e v i l i s h  a n d  
seductive and that has to do 
with matters that are obstacles 
to the service of God, and in 
many cases, lure men away 
from interest  in Christ  
altogether” (Thayer 1958, 357). 
In this study, we shall be 
looking at what the bible says 
about this very powerful 
enemy, especially its very 
negative influence on the 
Church and the way out. 

STUDY GUIDE
1. What do you understand 

by the term 'worldliness'? 1 
John 2: 15-17; and how 
does it compare with 
'carnality'? cf. Gal 5:16-26; 
1 Cor.3:1-4

AIMS: to help participants:
I. understand the Christian 

concept of worldliness
ii. identity the challenges 

worldliness poses to the Church
iii. be acquainted  with the 

remedy for worldliness.

THE GATES 
OF HELL 
(CHALLENGES)

2. Mention and discuss some 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  
worldliness in the Church 
today. Cf. 1 Cor.3:1-4; Jam. 
4:1-5

3. What critical challenges 
does worldliness pose to 
Christians and the Church 
today? Gen. 19:26; 2 
Tim.4:10; Jam. 4:1-5

4. What is the solution to 
worldliness? Matt 4:8-10; 
Rom.12:2; Gal.5:16; 1Tim 
6:8; 2Tim 2:4; 1 Pet.1:14-19; 
1 John 2:15-17.

CONCLUSION: The 'world' 
has only deceit, defilement 
and death to offer; and even 
though we are in the 'world', 
we are not of the world. We 
should therefore not entangle 
ourselves with its affairs as 
children of God. 

MEMORY VERSE:  1 John 
2:15

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Can 
you say you are truly free from the 
vile grip of worldliness, even as a 
child of God?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 39
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  EPH. 6:12; 1 THES. 2:14-18; 

SATANIC
FORCES

INTRODUCTION: 
he Church is a prime 
target of unending Tsatanic attacks; and the 

signs are all around us. Satan 
arrayed his evil forces against 
Jesus and whatever He 
represented, even right from 
the very onset of His earthly 
m i n i s t r y .  H o w e v e r ,  
irrespective of the form or 
magnitude of such attacks, 
Christ made it clear that 
victory is sure (Matt.16:18). 
This study is to acquaint us 
with this truth, as well as show 
us the pathway to victory.

STUDY GUIDE
1. What is 'satanic attacks'; in 

what ways do they show 
up in the Church and for 
what purposes? Job 1:6-12; 
2:4-8; John 10:10; 2Cor 2:10-
11; 11:13-15; Eph 6:11-13; 1 
Thes.2:14-18; 2 Tim 2:26; 1 

AIMS: To help participants:
i. Understand the reality of 

Satanic forces;
ii. Recognize their modes and 

patterns of operations in 
the churches;

iii. Identify how to effectively 
c o n t e n d  w i t h  a n d  
overcome them.

THE GATES 
OF HELL 
(CHALLENGES)

Pe.5:8; Rev 9:21.
2. What has Christ done to 

S a t a n ?  L u k e  1 0 : 1 8 ;  
Col.2:10-15; Heb.2:14-15

3. Who are we in Christ? 
Rom.8:1-2; Eph.1:7; 2:6-7; 
Col.1:12-14; 1 Pe.2:9-10.

4. How then can the Church 
effectively tackle satanic 
attacks: Matt.16:15-18; 2 
Cor.10:3-4; Eph.1:15-22; 
2:5-6; 6:10-18; Pil.2:9-11; 
Col.2:6-7; James 4:6-8; 1 
Pe.5:8-9 

CONCLUSION :  Satanic  
forces are real and not an 
imagination of some sort.  
Often times, Christians have 
run from place to place 
(including to even Satanists!) 
in search of solution to their 
problems. However, we need 
to understand that Satan has 
been defeated by Christ, so we 
don't have to be afraid; but we 
need to know who we are in 
Christ, be convinced about it, 
and effectively deploy our 
arsenals in Him.

 Ja.4:7MEMORY VERSE:

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Do 
you fear or fight the devil?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

STUDY 40
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  HOS. 4:6; IS. 5:13

IGNORANCE

INTRODUCTION:
gnorance' is simply lack of 
k n o w l e d g e  o r  
information. It is one bad I

challenge anybody can have 
as our texts show. It is 
probably one of the causes of 
'spiritual prostitution' the 
Churches have been grappling 
with, especially in Africa. This 
s t u d y  i s  t h e r e f o r e  f o r  
e n l i g h t e n m e n t  a n d  
containment of 'Ignorance', 
especially spiritual ignorance.

STUDY GUIDE
1. Mention some evidences of 

ignorance in the Church 
that you know.

2. Explain some of  the 
damages that ignorance 

1. to identify some evidences of 
manifestation of ignorance in the 
Church

2. to enlighten us on the dire 
consequences of remaining in 
ignorance.

3. to challenge us to take necessary 
steps to get out of ignorance.

THE GATES 
OF HELL 
(CHALLENGES)

can do to a child of God: Hos. 
4:6; Is. 5:13; Matt.22:29; 
Luke 24:13-31; 

3. I n  w h a t  w a y s  c a n  
ignorance empower the 
'gates of hell' against the 
building of God's church? 
Matt. 16:13-19; John 3:19-
21; Daniel 11:32

4. How can the challenge of 
ignorance be overcome in 
the Church? 1 Cor.2:14-16; 
Eph. 1:15-23; 2 Tim.2:15; 
3:15-17; Prov.8:14 (cf.1 
Cor.1:30).

CONCLUSION: If we choose 
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  
understanding through study, 
training and prayer, ignorance 
will be eliminated; the church 
of God will be built and the 
gates of hell will be decimated. 

MEMORY VERSE: Hos.4:6
EXAMINE YOURSELF: Are 
you spiritually ignorant?
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T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

STUDY 41
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  DANIEL 3

GOVERNMENT
OPPOSITION

INTRODUCTION: 
he government of any 
n a t i o n  m a k e s ,  Ti m p l e m e n t s ,  a n d  

interprets laws according to the 
spirit that is at work in them. 
That is why some nations have 
t o d a y  l e g a l i z e d  m o r a l  
absurdities like gay marriages. 
Since the Church cannot 
separate herself from the rest of 
society, there is need to be 
c o n s c i o u s l y  a l e r t ,  t a k e  
responsibility and stand 
against oppositions which may 
come from the Government.

STUDY GUIDE
1. Identify certain areas 

where the devil has used 
the government as a tool of 
opposition to the growth of 
the Church in our nation.

2. How should the Church 
respond to this opposition? 2 

AIMS 
1. To help us understand that 

the government of any nation 
can be an effective tool in the 
hands of the wicked one 
against the Church.

2. To prepare the church to be 
able to stand strong 
against opposition by any 
sitting Government

THE GATES 
OF HELL 
(CHALLENGES)

Sam.15:32-37; (cf. 16:23;17:1-4, 5-
15 – some persons are better 
o f f  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  
Government as insiders; and 
such should take their tasks 
as special ministry for the 
Lord); Dan.3:14-20 (note: 
there is time and place for 
righteous resistance, the 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  
notwithstanding); Acts 4:18-
20; 23-31; 1 Tim 2:1-4; 
Prov.29:2.

3. What  should  be  the  
a p p r o a c h  o f  C h u r c h  
members towards Political 
Parties affiliation that tend 
to endanger our spiritual 
brotherhood?

C O N C L U S I O N :  T h e  
government indeed can be a 
tool in the hands of the enemy 
in his quest to oppose the 
Church. However, if the 
Church can explore all the 
resources and weapons at her 
disposal, every threat can be 
effectively neutralized.
MEMORY VERSE: Acts 4:19
EXAMINE YOURSELF: As a 
Christian, would you be willing 
to put up righteous resistance to 
any obnoxious rule that threaten 
the Church?



SUB THEME SEVEN – 

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

CHRIST'S EQUIPPING 

FOR HIS CHURCH
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STUDY 42
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  JOHN 1:1

THE WORD 
OF GOD 1

INTRODUCTION: 
he word of God is God 
Himself (Jn.1:1) and the Tword was with God 

from the very beginning, 
before all creation. All things 
that were created, visible or 
invisible were made through 
the word. At the fullness of 
time, the word was made 
manifest in human flesh for 
the world to see. That word is 
Jesus Christ (Jn. 1:4). Actually, 
the Bible is the story about 
Him (John 5:39). We are urged 
to study it diligently because 
the issues of life depend on it.

STUDY GUIDE
1. What do the scriptures 

reveal to us concerning 
God's Word? 2 Sam 7:28; 
Psalm 119:89, 105; 138:2; 
Prov. 30:5; Isa. 40:8; 55:11; 

To help us understand:
I. that the word of God is the 

revealed will of God.
ii. that Jesus Christ is the word 

(made flesh)
iii. that triumph in all issues of life 

(for the child of God) depend 
solely on good knowledge of 
the Word of God.

CHRIST'S 
EQUIPPING FOR 
HIS CHURCH

Matt. 24:35; John 1:1, 14; 5:39; 2 
Tim 3:16, 17 2. How can 
the Word dwell in us (Col. 
3:16)? Deut. 6:6-9, Joshua 
1:8; 2 Tim. 2:15; James 1:22-
24.

3. In what ways does the 
Word affect our daily lives 
and future? 
Joshua 1:8, Deut. 30:14; 
P s a l m  1 0 7 : 2 0  P s a l m  
119:103-105, John 14:23; 
Eph.6:17

C O N C L U S I O N :  A l l  o f  
scripture is inspired (God-
breathed), trustworthy and 
unchangeable. We obtain 
illumination from it as we 
study it diligently and handle 
it correctly (i.e., interpret it 
properly and honestly).  
Through diligent reading, 
meditation and practice, the 
Word comes to dwell in us, 
and the benefits are both 
present and eternal. Dare any 
of us trifle with God's word 
then? 

MEMORY VERSE: Eph.6:17 
EXAMINE YOURSELF: What 
does God's word mean to you?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 43
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  2CHRO.34:14-33

THE WORD 
OF GOD 2

INTRODUCTI0N: 
he Bible is the word of God. 
It is the textbook of divine Ttruth. It is the guide book to 

eternal life. Some may not have 
regard for it, like King Jehoiakim 
who burnt a written Word of 
God (Jer.36:23-25); but he paid 
dearly for it (Jer.36:29-31). 
However, the wise are daily 
poring over God's word. Just 
rediscovering God's word in the 
bible has led to astonishing 
revivals in history. This study is 
to provoke us to take concrete 
action about God's word.

STUDY GUIDE
1. Outline the symbols used to 

illustrate the importance of 
the word God to man from the 
following texts: Heb.4:12; 
Jer.23:29; 1 Pe.1:23; 2:2; Ja.1:22-
25; Ps.119:105.

2. Why is there so much 
display of unwillingness 
towards Bible study despite 
its promised value and all 

AIMS: By the end of the study, 
participants should be able to:

I. state the promised value of the 
scriptures

ii. identify at least three reasons 
for unenthusiastic attitude to 
the study of God's word

iii. imbibe correct attitude to God's 
word

CHRIST'S 
EQUIPPING FOR 
HIS CHURCH

the efforts at making us to 
get back into it?

3. What was the response of 
King Josiah when the word 
of God was found and read 
in his presence? 2 Chron. 
34:19-21; 2Chro.35:15-18.

4. Point out what our attitude 
should be towards bible 
reading and study as 
Christians: Jos.1:8; Col.3:16; 
1Tim.4:13; 2Tim3:15.

5. How do you understand John 
6:27? How do we apply this to 
our lives as   individuals?

CONCLUSION: We don't do 
ourselves any good by neglecting 
to read the bible. All the help we 
need to do so are available so that 
we don't have any excuse. The 
Daily Reading Notes, especially 
the more balanced ones like the 
Daily Fountain and Daily Guide 
can be quite helpful in this regard. 
We can all get started today, 
especially by dropping the now 
common style of always 
sacrificing the time of God's word 
in all our gatherings in the 
Church! 

MEMORY VERSE: Jos.1:8 

EXAMINE YOURSELF: Are 
you one of those always sacrificing 
God's word for other things you 
consider to be more important? 
Will you consider stopping now?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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STUDY 44
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  1 COR. 12:1-11; EPH. 4:7-15

MINISTRY
GIFTS

INTRODUCTION: 
inistry gifts and or 
gifts of the Spirit are Mspec ia l  ab i l i t ies  

given to the child of God by 
the Holy Spirit. In this study, 
we shall discover these gifts 
and the purposes they serve in 
our lives and the Church.

STUDY GUIDE
1. R e a d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

scriptures and identify the 
gifts of the Spirit/ministry 
gifts (and differentiate 
between the two): Rom 12:6-
8; 1Cor 12:8-10, 28; Eph 4:11.

2. How can we receive and 
operate in them? John 1:12; 
7:37-39; Acts 1:4-5; 8:14-17; 
19 :1 -6 ;  Rom.  1 :11 ;  1  
Cor.12:31a; 2 Tim.1:6 

AIMS: 
i. to discover how Christ equips 

the Church through spiritual 
gifts and for what purpose; 

ii. to show us how to receive 
spiritual gifts; and challenge 
every Christian to discover their 
own as assigned by Christ;;

iii. to caution us against abuses.

CHRIST'S 
EQUIPPING FOR 
HIS CHURCH

3. Reconcile 1 Cor.14:27-28; 
and 1 Cor. 14:39b; and 
d i s c u s s  s p e a k i n g  i n  
tongues on Microphone (as 
a “prayer language”) in the 
Church.

4. Discuss the purpose of 
these gifts. Eph 4:12-15; 
2Kings 6:8-10

5. Identify the caution we 
s h o u l d  a l l  h e e d  i n  
manifesting these gifts: 1 
Cor.12:1; 14-25; 29-30; 
14:13-20; 26-33, 38-40.

CONCLUSION: Ministry gifts 
are given to the Church to aid its 
building and sustain its growth. 
The early church is a typical 
example of this. We should pray 
for and work towards the 
manifestation of the full 
complement of these gifts in our 
lives and Church today; 
nevertheless, we must guard 
against abuse and misuse!

MEMORY VERSE: 1Cor 14:40 

EXAMINE YOURSELF: What 
spiritual gifts do you have; and 
how faithful are you in using 
same?

T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)
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T H E M E : 

I WILL BUILD MY 

CHURCH 
(Matthew 16:13-19)

STUDY 45
TOPIC: 

TEXTS:  MARK 16:15-18 LUKE 10:19

THE AUTHORITY 
THE BELIEVER 
IN CHRIST

INTRODUCTION: 
h e  C h u r c h  i s  t h e  
embodiment of authority 
( a n d  p o w e r )  a s  T

evidenced by the Early that 
made indelible marks in 
their world. There are 
sufficient reasons to believe 
that the Church today is 
weaker. Rather than rout 
and cosign satanic forces to 
where they rightly belong, 
we appear to be under siege 
of the same forces that 
should be under our feet. In 
this  s tudy,  we want  
answers to this anomaly. 

STUDY GUIDE
1. How would you describe 

the “authority of the 
believer in Christ”? Matt. 
28:18-19; Mark 16:15-18; 
Luke 10:19; Eph.1:19-22; 
(read together with Eph. 
2:6); Phil.2:9-11

2. What is the core purpose of 
Jesus' delegation of 

AIMS: 
i. to stir us up to become conscious of 

the enormous authority and power 
at our disposal as Christians; and 
teach us how to access it.

ii. enlighten us on what can hinder 
effective use of this authority and 
power.

CHRIST'S 
EQUIPPING FOR 
HIS CHURCH

authority to the Church? Mark 
3:14-15; Luke 10:1, 9, 11, 19-
20; Acts 1:8

3. How do we access divine 
authority? John1:12; 7:37-
39; Acts 3:19

4. Today's Church is said to be 
weaker than the Early 
Church (see Acts 4:33). Do 
you agree? Explain with 
reasons. Is. 59:1-15; Hos.4:7; 
2 Pe.1:3-4; 2 Tim.1:6-7

5. What are the consequences 
f o r  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  
Christians that ignore or fail 
to deploy divine authority? 
Is. 5:13-14; Acts 8:5-12

C O N C L U S I O N :  T h e  
increasing wave of satanic 
activities around us today is 
shamefully a collective failure. 
After all, divine authority and 
power are unfruitful in those 
whose vision is not for the 
kingdom; just as a sinful Church 
will be weak in exercising this 
authority. To effectively exercise 
divine authority and power 
therefore, the Church must do 
something about holy living; or 
what do you think?

MEMORY VERSE: Luke 10:19 
EXAMINE YOURSELF: Are 
you walking in authority and power 
as a Christian; if not, why not?
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